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cian of a hospital at Lyons. Towards the
close of his life he practiced medicine at
Metz, and latterly filled a curacy at Meudon.
Rabelais' great literary production, Gar-
gantua, and its sequel, Pantagruel, published
in its present form at Lyons in 1535, were
written as an attack on the social abuses of
the day. The work abounds in wit, wisdom
and sound common sense. The first part re-
lates the adventures of a huge, long-lived
giant, a notorious glutton; the second part
recounts the deeds of Pantagruel, king of
drunkards.
RACCOON', or COON, an interesting and
mischievous small American animal, closely
related to the bear. It is found from Canada
to the tropics, wherever there are forests or
patches of woodland. The raccoon is a little
larger than a cat. It has a stout body, bushy
tail, long legs and strong claws. Its body is
covered with long, coarse hair of grayish
color, tipped with black. The face is char-
acterized by a sharp, delicate nose, a patch
of black around each eye, and a cunning,
foxlike expression.
Coons feed upon almost anything. Birds,
eggs, frogs, crabs and other small animals
are included in their diet, but they are par-
ticularly fond of honey, sugar, sweet apples
and corn, especially sweet corn in the roasting
stage. They are midnight prowlers, and their
depredations often exasperate the farmer.
file_0.wmf


RACCOON
Their favorite nesting places are hollow trees,
especially when they can find an opening
made by the breaking off of a branch. These
animals prefer trees with a rough bark, be-
eftoe they can climb these more easily. When
> is not available ike nest may be made
 in a hollow log. In cold climates they hi-
bernate during the winter (see hiberna-
tion).
The fur is used for robes, coats and other
purposes, and the skins bring from four to
seven dollars; oil extracted from the fat
is worth about eight dollars a gallon, and the
flesh is considered a delicacy. Coons are
easily tamed and they are quickly fattened,
but, notwithstanding these advantages, coon
farming has not been developed to any extent,
a farm at ]STew Sydney, Nova Scotia, being
the only one known. Wild coons, however,
are easily trapped and the production of
coon fur in Canada amounts to about $7,000
a year.
The agouara, or crab-eating raccoon, is
found on the American continent farther
south than the above species and is generally
larger. There is also a Himalayan species,
called the panda.
RACE, a contest of speed in running, walk-
ing, riding, driving, sailing, rowing, swim-
ming or any other mode of progression.
In athletics running races for distances
varying from fifty yards to several miles, are
among the regular events, and furnish, per-
haps, the most interesting contests (see a.tk-
letics). During the period when bicycles
were in great vogue, bicycle races were also
common at such meets, as well as at fairs and
special race meetings.
Regattas. Intercollegiate rowing races
have long attracted wide attention in both
England and America and are not only inter-
esting for the skill displayed by the partici-
pants, but are spectacular and thrilling- for
the spectators. International rowing races
have recently been arranged and have proved
both interesting and profitable. The inter-
national yacht races between representatives
of England and America have been conducted
at frequent intervals for more than eighty
years and have invariably aroused the great-
est enthusiasm.
Horse Racing, doubtless the most univer-
sally enjoyed of all racing sports. It is
known as the "sport of kings." In some sec-
tions it has fallen into disrepute on account of
the demoralization that eomes from the bet-
ting ring. Besides, on occasion owners of
the horses have "fixed" the races, that is?
have decided beforehand what horse should
win; and whenever the public have learned
that the contest was not between horses but
between betting rings, they have lost interest.

